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States and others in 1945 was rejected by the Brit-
e League of Nations’

ish. They suggested that th
successor, the United Nations organization, cope
with the problem.

1 The United Nations continued the League’s

recognition of the British mandate over Palestine.
This mandate was due to expire at 12:01 anm.
Saturday, May 15, 1948. So the nationally minded
Jews decided to set up their own political state
and declare their independence. They did so, and
on Friday, May 14, 1948, at 4 p.m. Palestine time,
David Ben-Gurion, chairman of the National
Council and the first premier of the new state, de-
clared the State of Tsrael at Tel Aviv, the tem-
porary capital. Britain’s mandate expiring, Israel’s
foes in that area began attacking violently at once.
After the national election in January of 1949,
the first Jewish Parliament (Knesset) was formed
on February 14, 1949, to draw up a constitution.
On February 17 this Constituent Assembly aft the
new city of Jerusalem elected as Israel’s first presi-
dent Dr. Chaim Weizmann, who had till then been
serving as provisional president. After that the
heavy Jewish immigration into the new republic
put a heavy strain upon the economies of the gov-
ernment.

20 Did Israel heed Jehovah's warning at Tsaiah
30:1-7 not to “go down into Egypt” for help? No!
Tn proclaiming the new state the Israeli govern-
ment appealed to the United Nations “to assist
the Jewish people in the building of its state and to
admit Israel into the family of nations”. Farly that

the new republic of Israel set

‘gone down to Tgypt for

19. When and how was

up?
20. How has modern Israel

help'?
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so the modern Israelis. They immigrated into a
Palestine not lying desolate, but they bought up
lands from the inhabitants and also induced the
flight of other inhabitants from their lands under
pressure of Israel's wars with neighbors. Neither
was it their prime object to rebuild the temple on
the temple site now occupied by the Mohammedan
mosque of Omar. Neither have they restored Jeho-
vah'’s worship with his accepted priesthood, that
of the Greater Melchizedek. Hence the regather-

ing of unbelieving natural Israelites to Palestine -

cannot be construed as fulfillment of prophecies.

22 Tgrael’s applying for admission into the Unit-
ed Nations and her accepting membership in that
worldly body which assumes to take the place of
Messiah’s rule is a flat rejection of God's kingdom
of the heavens. The remnant of spiritual Israel-
ites, as Jehovah's witnesses, have proclaimed
world-wide the establishment of God's kingdom
in 1914. But again, as natural Israel did nineteen
centuries ago, it has rejected its true Messiah,
Jesus Christ, and has declared it has no king but
Caesar. So again Jesus the King will refuse to give
them a special sign for their mass conversion in
Palestine to him. Therefore let individual Jews
open their eyes of understanding to behold the
great composite sign which Jesus foretold betoken-
ing this world’'s end, and let them join the great
floclkk of “other sheep” which now seeks refuge
under his kingdom. That way they will be gathered
into “one flock” under “one shepherd” and be
restored to divine favor and gain eternal life in
the new world.—John 10:16; Revelation 7:9-17.

22. How has modern Israel rejected Jehoval's King,
and what course remains for individual Jews to gain di-
vine favor?
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